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done, would help to give them a spiritual assurance and a better
appreciation of their own religion. There is one rule, however,
which should always be kept in mind while studying all great
religions and that is that one should study them only through
the writings of known votaries of the respective religions. For
instance, if one wants to study the Bhagavata one should do so
not through a translation of it made by a hostile critic but through
one prepared by a lover of the Bhagavata. Similarly to study the
Bible one should study it through the commentaries of devoted
Christians. This study of other religions besides one's own will
give one a grasp of the rock-bottom unity of all religions and afford
a glimpse also of that universal and absolute truth which lies beyond
the "dust of creeds and faiths".
Let no one even for a moment entertain the fear that a reve-
rent study of other religions is likely to weaken or shake one's
faith in one's own. The Hindu system of philosophy regards all
religions as containing the elements of truth in them and enjoins
an attitude of respect and reverence towards them all. This of
course presupposes regard for one's own religion. Study and
appreciation of other religions need not cause a weakening of
that regard; it should mean extension of that regard to other
religions.
In this respect religion stands on the same footing as cul-
ture. Just as preservation of one's own culture does not mean con-
tempt for that of others, but requires assimilation of the best
that there may be in all the other cultures, even so should be
the case with religion. Our present fears and apprehensions are
a result of the poisonous atmosphere that has been generated in
the country, the atmosphere of mutual hatred, ill-will and distrust.
We are constantly labouring under a nightmare of fear lest some-
one should stealthily undermine our faith or -the faith of those
who are dear and near to us. But this unnatural state will cease
when we have learnt to cultivate respect and tolerance towards
other religions and their votaries.
Young India, 6-12-1928